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Who We Are

Libraries Without Borders US expands access to essential information, educational
opportunities, and critical resources.

What We Do

We identify the barriers that prevent marginalized communities from accessing books,
internet connectivity, computers, and other essential sources of information.

We partner with public libraries and community organizations to expand their reach
and increase the accessibility of their offerings. This connects communities directly to
language, literacy, and social resources, creating sustainable pathways for upward
mobility.

We work in urban, suburban, and rural regions, centering communities that will benefit
most from the services and resources of their local libraries.

Why We Do It

Libraries are vital public institutions that advance equity by providing access to books
and information, educational opportunities, community and online resources, and so
much more. We believe everyone deserves access to the library.

By strengthening access to libraries, we are building more inclusive
communities.




Nina Safane
Executive Director

Dear friends,

We are incredibly grateful to the generous supporters and
partners that made our work possible in 2023. We are delighted
to share this report, which highlights progress underway and new
possibilities on the horizon for Libraries Without Borders US
(LWB US).

Reflecting back, 2023 was a building year for LWB US. We
established new collaborations and launched a new partnership
strategy with library systems across the country. Ultimately, we
built momentum toward our organization’s mission for connecting
communities to essential information, educational opportunities,
and critical resources.

Looking ahead, we are expanding our partnerships and have
exciting new developments in the works to advance equitable
access to information across the US.
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Patrick Weil
Founder and Chairman




Recently Launched Projects

In 2023, LWB US made significant progress on : : : : : :
key projects that are increasing access to critical : : : : : :
community resources. ' YYYRYY
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Training barbershop and salon staff to connect
patrons to local mental health supports and
resources.

Loiza, Puerto Rico

Preserving and protecting Loiza’s rich cultural
heritage by capturing oral histories and cultural
assets through community-driven, digital archive
trainings.




New Library Systems Strategy

In 2023, LWB US also laid important groundwork for our new national
library systems strategy, using data driven models to connect new
populations with essential library services and resources.

For example, in partnership with the Connecticut State Library, we

increased the capacity of six libraries representing rural, suburban,
and urban communities to sustainably expand their reach.”

Library & Community Assessment

“By collaborating with LWB US, our library is

“ A now able to strategically coordinate our
‘; \(' 888 resources to reach all of our community
o members and provide what they want and

Stakeholder Infrastructure Demographic Community need from their public library.”
Interviews Mapping Data Collection Canvassing

Cathleen Special

Executive Director, Otis Library
Strategies & Solutions
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Community Partnership Library Asset
Outreach Development Access Hubs Optimization
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OUR REACH

20+ 25+ 250,000+

Community Events Trainings Offered to Community Residents with Deepened
Hosted Members & Library Staff Library Connections

OUR IMPACT

-|- Increased library access and use -|- Expanded library staff capacity
within underserved communities and effectiveness

- Deeper sustainable partnerships <4 Enhanced access to library
between libraries and community resources and services
organizations
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The Future Is Bright

Looking to the year ahead, LWB US is launching exciting new
projects and expanded partnerships.

Puerto Rico Library Directory

With support from the Mellon Foundation, LWB US will launch an
island-wide library directory and network across Puerto Rico to
increase library access for residents and foster partnerships
between community-serving organizations.

Training Workshops with the Connecticut State Library*
Building on the success of our 2023 pilot, we will

extend our partnership with the Connecticut State Library to
collaboratively provide training for library staff from 190 public EEEEEEE—
libraries across Connecticut. The goal is to scale successful outreach —
strategies and tools that will expand their reach and impact in their ——
local communities.
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2.1%

7%

Revenue & Support

B Grants & Contracts* $1,350,369
B Individual Donors $282,071
In-Kind Services $125,417
J Other Income $38,015
Total Revenue $1,795,872
6.6%
Expenses
B Program Services $824,585
" Administration $157,151
Fundraising $69,541

Total Expenses $1,051,277

*Grants and contract revenue in 2023 includes revenue restricted for future use
in 2024 and 2025.




Institutional Supporters

Alliant Credit Union Foundation

Baltimore Mayor’s Office of Neighborhood Safety
and Engagement

Bullitt Foundation

David & Barbara B. Hirschhorn Foundation
France-Merrick Foundation

Harry & Jeannette Weinberg Foundation
Krieger Fund

Many Lakes Foundation

Mellon Foundation

Mount Clare at Carroll Park Commission

South Baltimore Gateway Partnership
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Emmanuelle Saada
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Erin McManus
Fawn Dowd
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Fred Lief
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Gary Stewart
Ghislaine & Kent Hudson
Gideon Yaffe
Gregory Carter
Hillary Shemes
Holly Craig
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Jeremy Joseph
Jessica Marshall

Jo Ling Kent

Joan Michie
Jonathon Soler

Judith Resnick & Dennis Curtis

Julie Suk
Katherine Reisner
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Lael Johnson

Laura Furman

Laura Pinto

Lauren Stara
Leonard Roberge
Lila Azam Zanganeh
Lois Whitman

Loren Segan

Lynn Graham

Mae Ngai

Margaret Clark
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Martha Hackett
Martha Kyrillidou
Mary Cahn

Massimo Pinto
Matthew Aks
Maureen Sullivan

Michael Caplin
Miryam Kenet

Mo & Cher Willems
Mona Berman
Naomi Liebman
Nate Hill

Nicholas Walter
Owen Fiss
Patricia Crown
Patrick Well

Paul White
Pearlann Horowitz
Peter Sahlins
Peter Wiley
Randy Frank
Rebecca Duane

Richard & Susan Matson

Robin Driscoll
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Samanta Majic
Sara McDougall
Sarah & Mitch Arkin
Sherrill Wells
Shirley Chang
Susan Kalter
Susanne Roberts
Sydney Devine
Thomas Whitman
Tse-Sung Wu
Veronica Baker
Vincent Bynack
Willard Beaulac
Willard Hanzlik
Yves-Andre Istel
Anonymous (21)
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Patrick Weil, Chairman

Peter Sahlins, Deputy Chairman
Yves Istel, Deputy Chairman
Katherine Reisner, Co-Secretary
Ramona Naddaff, Co-Secretary
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